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Architecture & Lodging

Best Affordable Housing Intervention: Foundation
Communities

An affordable roof and four walls is a good start to getting out of
poverty. TLC helps, too. Foundation Communities creates housing for
low-income folks through a holistic philosophy that includes literacy
training, financial coaching, afterschool care, and counseling. This
whole supportive web of services helps families stabilize, survive, and
kiss the bad times goodbye. The new M Station next to the MLK
MetroRail station is a beautiful example of green-built compassion in
action.

3036 S. First #200, 447-2026 www.foundcom.org

Best Corridor: Texas Capitol to UT Tower, AT&T
Executive Education and Conference Center

A step through the lobby and loggia of
UT's delectable on-site hotel leads the
weary business traveler, visiting
educational consultant, and Longhorn
pop alike into a world of exquisitely
crafted, Zen-like respite featuring
sculpture fountains, paths, and pavers
to set the soul to quiet. Central
Texas-based landscape architects Coleman & Associates are the
outdoor artisans to credit, and in addition to much of the hotel and
conference center's planted and planned beauty, the firm is also
responsible for an often overlooked bonus just to the east of the
building. While many an Austin Capitol corridor sight line has been
sacrificed in the name of urban progress, one has remained available
to the people: the one between the rosy dome and the UT Tower.
Long neglected (to hell in a burnt-orange handbasket), the corridor
was gussied up a few years ago when the AT&T claimed its space.
The design is spartan and clean, with a ribbon of hedges outlining the
median of University Avenue. Finally, a median worthy of the view.
AT&T Executive Education and Conference Center, AT&T
Executive Education and Conference Center, 1900 University
Ave., 404-1900, 877/744-8822; Coleman & Associates, 9890 Silver
Mountain, 476-2090 www.meetattexas.com;
www.colemanandassoc.com
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Best Don't Let It Suck (Please): Seaholm
An open letter, an impelling to the
development team behind the
Seaholm project:

Dear developer types,

We Austinites have been promised the [
moon when it comes to urban
"progress.” Sometimes, this has
worked out to be quite lovely (we'd go
so far as to offer nods to City Hall, the Moody Theater, the Pfluger
Pedestrian Bridge, and one or two of those gigantor skyscrapers).
Sometimes, however, the moon is just that: A big, glaring, pulled-down
pants salute. Now we don't wish to name names, but seriously, how
many more "oooh ... condos and ground-floor retail" spots can we gag
down our gullets? How many winding streets to nowhere or empty
offices can one town take? Seaholm, the very precious treasure you
hold in your mitts, has enjoyed an inspirited transitional year as
purported "dead space,” having teased with her potential as host
venue to some amazing cultural fetes: Blue Lapis Light, Art Erotica,
Fusebox Festival, Austin City Limits Must Festival and South by
Southwest afterparties, Psych Fest, ThrillerFest, Ellen Fulman & that
Long String thing. Austin is running out of historically significant,
aesthetically ass-kicking, huge, monumental structures that are still
adaptable. So we are kindly asking that you not fuck this up. Ah, is it
disingenuous for us to couch our request in the negative? Hmmm, let's
try that again: You have been entrusted with an Austin icon. The world
is your oyster, the sky's the limit, and in the (somewhat supplemented)
words of Buzz Lightyear:

"To infinity and (hopefully not Bed Bath &) beyond!"

214 West www.seaholm.info

PHOTO BY JOHN CARRICO

Best Hip-Hop Sign: Rabbits Are Back!

For decades, the sign for Long Horn Meat Co. has given Eastside
neighbors a landmark by which to give Westsiders directions. And this
is especially true when the neighborhood meat market is advertising
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LET’S DO THIS!

BILLY JOE SHAVER/WARREN HAYNES BAND at
Antone's/ACL Live at the Moody Theater

MONOFONUS FALL ZINE RELEASE at Domy
Books

THE CSI MYTH at MonkeyWrench Books

AUSTIN POLISH FILM FESTIVAL: POLISH FILM
FESTIVAL at The Marchesa Hall & Theatre

MORE RECOMMENDED EVENTS
MUSIC | FILM | ARTS | COMMUNITY

THELATEST

LETTERS COMMENTS TWEETS
CAREGIVER RESPITE, CONTINUED | am of the
opinion after working in the health care industry with our
elders that day programs which allow ...

OUR ECOLOGICAL BLINDERS I'm writing in support of
Philip Russell's second letter and against the Chronicle's
second editorial counterargument ("Postmarks,” Oct. 28)
about ...

BOND ENDORSEMENT MISGUIDED Re: “'Chronicle'
Endorsements and Election Info”: The Chronicle takes its
chamber of commerce membership very seriously insofar as
ithas ...

SMELLING THE CABEZA Mick Vann's article about
barbacoa had me smelling the cabeza roasting in Dave
Resendez's oven in the late Seventies at ...

STOP PUTTING FLUORIDE IN OUR WATER Like
others in Austin, | receive daily doses of fluoride because
city managers think mandatory fluoride medication is a good

MORE LETTERS TO THE EDITOR »
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